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dignity and had certain traditions. But organized Mus-
lim chivalry, with principles and social customs, origi-
nated in Andalusia under the aegis of the Caliphate
of Cordova, and derived its conventions from the prin-
ciples of honour, courtesy and high character. It be-
came, since the days of Al-Nasir and his son Al-Hakam,
a social system under the banner of which stood the
nobles, the high and the brave. It flourished particu-
larly under Al-Hajib al-Mansur. Sedillot says : " The
characteristics of Andalusian chivalry and its charming
qualities, were the source from which Christian chivalry
took many of its characters and conventions "; Reinault
says : " The idea of chivalry began to flourish in this
age, that is to say, the age of Al-Nasir, associated with
a strong feeling of honour and respect for the fair
sex." Viardot says : " Chivalry and all its institutions,
known in the western Christian nations flourished,
among the Andalusians in the days of Al-Nasir,
Al-Hakam and Al-Mansur." Andalusia was at that
age a centre to which Christian knights repaired from
all parts, assured peace and protection by the Caliphs,
to hold competitions with Muslim knights. The old
traditions, such as the knight's shouting the name of
his sister or lady-love, in rushing to the field of battle,
had disappeared in that age ; the knight going to the
field merely wearing on his arm or on his helmet an
emblem from the woman he loved. The Andalusian
ladies attended these competitions and encounters
which were held in the squares of the great cities, and
their presence lent these delightful ceremonies charm
and elegance. The conditions of chivalry, as required
by convention, were ten in numberipiety. courage.
high character, strength, The taienfTor poetry, elo-
hrsemanshipT skill to use the swQrdLthe
^

Tancelmd thg_bowr^The meeting of the two sexes,
Th this way ^helped to polish feelings and character,
strengthen the sense of loyalty, decency and truth.
The Muslim chivalry attained the zenith of its strength